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Director of Ceremonies, 

Your Excellency, Dr Sam Nujoma, Founding President and Father of the Nation,

Honourable Deputy Prime Minister,

Honourable Ministers,

Honourable Members of Parliament, 

Distinguished Service Chiefs, 
Your Worship, the Mayor of Windhoek,

Your Excellencies, Members of the Diplomatic Corps, 

Esteemed Traditional, Spiritual and Community Leaders, 

Esteemed Members of the National Preparatory Committee,
Members of the Media, 

Fellow Namibian Citizens,
May I request you all to kindly rise and observe a Minute of Silence in honour of our fallen heroes and heroines who sacrificed their lives and who were tortured, maimed and imprisoned in the course of Namibia’s long anti-colonial resistance and our struggle for national liberation and independence.   (I thank you.)

Director of Ceremonies, 

Fellow Namibians,

One of the most difficult chapters in the history of our country is the arrival of colonialism and foreign domination on our shores.  We recall, in particular, the period between 1904 and 1907 when the German colonial forces carried out the first genocide of the 20th Century against our people, targeting especially the Herero, Mbanderu and Nama communities.  
Today, we are gathered here to receive the human remains of our fore-bearers, the heroes and heroines of Namibia who were taken from the land of their birth to a foreign country overseas.  

We, therefore, pause, bow our heads and reflect on the selfless contributions that countless Namibians have made towards the attainment of our political freedom and independence.  We particularly recall and recollect the brave resistance of our fore-bearers who gave their lives and shed their precious blood to defend our country against colonialism and foreign domination.

It was their determination to repel and resist the colonial forces that inspired subsequent generations, including our own generation, to rise up and say a resounding NO to colonialism.  They used all means at their disposal to resist colonial ambitions to oppress our people and plunder our natural resources. 
 On this day, we remember Namibia’s brave freedom figthers, who fought against the German colonial forces, the combined British/Portuguese forces as well as the South African apartheid forces.  These include Hendrik Witbooi, Samuel Maharero,  Kahimemua Nguvauva, Nehale Lya Mpingana, Jacob Marenga, Mandume Ya Ndemufayo, Ipumbu Ya Tshilongo and many others. 
With bravery and     patriotism, they resisted the attempts by Imperial Germany to occupy our country by force of arms and other brutal methods.  While their weapons were not comparable to those of their adversaries, our fore-bearers demonstrated superior courage and determination to defend our Motherland.  Their ideals and hopes remain sacred to us as a nation and inspire us as we march forward in the task of nation building.    
Director of Ceremonies,

Fellow Namibians,

On this special day, we pay particular tribute to all communities of our population who were subjected to the unprecedented cruelties of colonialism.  We particularly remember and pay tribute to the Herero, Mbanderu and Nama communities, who were either exterminated or driven into exile by the infamous Extermination Order issued by General Von Trotha of Imperial Germany.  Thousands were forced to endure the harshness of the Kalahari Desert and some of them spent close to a century in exile, in Botswana.   
I wish to point out that some of the human remains in front of us here today have been classified as belonging to our fore-bearers from the Herero, Nama, Ovawambo, Damara and San communities, while others have not been classified. This demonstrates that our struggle against colonialism was a national struggle from the very beginning.  
It shows, once again, that Namibians fought side by side in unity of purpose in defence of our Motherland.  This should serve as a good lesson for our nation to always remain united.  
Today, we bow our heads in honour of our compatriots whose mortal remains are here before us this afternoon.  Words will never be enough to express our eternal gratitude to these heroes and heroines of our Motherland who were the pioneers and torch-bearers of our revolution and national anti-colonial resistance.  
We may never know their names or their identities. 
 However, they represent the higher ideals of freedom and nationhood that inspired us to stand firm and fight against apartheid colonialism until final victory was achieved. 
Now that their remains are here in our midst, let us once again venerate their memories, their legacies and their sacrifices by recommitting ourselves to the unity of our country, to the maintenance of peace, security and stability, and to the ongoing task of nation building for the sake of all Namibians, especially the future generations.
It is our vow that wherever mortal remains of our heroes and heroines are found and identified, we will make every effort to repatriate them to the Land of the Brave, where they belong.  

Director of Ceremonies, 

Fellow Namibians,

Namibia belongs to all of us regardless of our ethnic origin, race, gender, religion or political affiliation. This is the centerpiece of our democracy and our Policy of National Reconciliation.  The commitment to observe and live by these values is the glue that holds our social fabric together and gives us our identity as a nation.
We should remain true to the values of self-sacrifice and bravery that our heroes and heroines bequeathed us to live in a peaceful and democratic Republic and enjoy our rights and freedoms as enshrined in the fundamental law of the land, our national Constitution. 

As per the decision of our Government, these human remains will be entrusted to the care of our National Museum as part of our historical record.   They will be available to members of the public, scholars, and other visitors who wish to witness this painful part of Namibian history.   
I urge all our people, especially the youth, to learn about our history and the difficult journey that we have travelled over the generations as a nation, the battles that we fought and the sacrifices that we have made, for the sake of freedom and independence. 
I take this opportunity to commend Honourable Jerry Ekandjo and his delegation for bringing these mortal remains of our fore-bearers back home.  We thank you for fulfilling this national duty with dignity.
The task of repatriating the remains of our heroes and heroines, who died abroad, or whose remains were taken out of the country, is not yet complete.  We will continue to carry out this historic and sacred responsibility in their honour.  
We solemnly offer our honour and respect to the memories of our heroes and heroines.

Long Live the Heroes and Heroines of Namibia!

Long Live the Republic of Namibia!

I thank you. 
